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XI N VU T E- 8 


oP. THE 


APTIST CONVENTION ec: 


3 


conference held at Mount Pleaſant, pro- 
ing a Convention for the purpoſe of conſlitoting an 
ciation, a number of churches, by their repreſenta- 
es, attended. 
1 An introductory diſcourſe was delivered by brother 
omas Montanye, from 2. Tim. iv, 4. © For the time 
Il come when they will not endure: ſound dofrine.” 
After Divine Service brother Ebenezer Ferris was 
ſen Moderator, and brother Marmaduke Earle Clerk. 
JZ Voted, That ſuch brethren as are preſent from if. 
churches, be requeſted to unite in conference. 
Letters from, the churches diſpoſed to form into an 
oclation were read. 


y 31/7, A GREEABLY to letter received from. a 


hurches. Miniſters and Meſſengers. Num. 


Thomas Montanye,“ 
Henry Weſner, 
| you Munro, 199 
andal T. Madan. | 
* Thoſe names in italics, ars Minifters; 
[ 


- — 


Warwick, 


« 7 


Churches. i Miniſters and Mſcivers.”. ö Ct 
” | | Brought Over. 
f | Reuben Gari/on, R 3 x 
8 11111 = - 
| _Cortland*s Manor S Amos Pan, Wor 4 5 
] Gamaliel Farbank. Top 2 
4 liver rod, N e 
g David Peck, . 44s 
Nor th- Caſtle, Fra Foundin, y 12 f * 
E 1 Majer Hoigbt. EM ry 
. | Sitas Southworth, | 5 

= 4 * Humphrey Martin, TW V. 
| | Evi Adams. | | pelte 

2 John Caton, > 4% be d 
New. Cornwell, ae Ray mond. Ac 
: Gilbert Dean. 

3 . | 2 William Brundige, 

1 Newburgh, „ Gilbert Kniffin, 

i | f Oliver Coſman. 6 
| Ebenezer Ferris, whe! 
| | uur, [ Ebenezer Jones. ſente 
[ | | Elias Lee, 1 
| Ridgefield, 5 Robert Edmund, * 
3 John Dodge ciati 
| Clinton Town, [ Richard Lawrence, | ſent 


Croſs. River, — Joſhua Renolds, 25 


| Enoch Ferris, 
"I rederick's ( Robert Wixom, 
Town, Aſaph King, — 
Benjamin . 
2 John Higgins, 
Silvanus Rey nolds. 
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E Ee 
Miniſters and Meſſengers. \ Num. 


Churches. 
Non „ 551 
1 K * dips | - : 
, " Kill, 31 RN Seaven, 1 33 
Benjamin Montanye, 3 
2 ne 5 8 Thomas Garniſe, 925 TR 
Dal 2 29nd-rangs | 1 
5 * «5 — 
wy | Th 625 


5 Pkg the churches corivened, one, faid to be the 
ſecond church of New-York, was objected to. 

Voted, That brothers, Lee, Philips, Cole, Caton and 
pelton be a committee to determine whether {aid church 
be duly repreſented. | 

Adjourned to 7 o'Clock to-morrow morning. 


\ A 


June 1. Met purſuant to adjournwent.. - * 

6 The committee appointed yeſterday to determine: * 
whether the ſecond church of New-York. be duly repre» 
ſented, Reporr, That they, after due inveſtigation of 
all apparent matters, relatipg thereunto, are of punto.” 
that ſaid church is duly repreſented, __ _. 

7 The annexed Articles of Faith, and Plan of Aſſo. 
ciation, were W adopted by the churches pre: | 


ſent. 4 
8 Appointed brother Marmaduke Earle to prepare > \ 


letter to be ſent to the Philadelphia Aſſociation, pro- 
poling an union with that body. 
9 Brother John Dodge delivered a dilcourſe from. 
Mat. i. 21.“ Aud thou thalt call his name Jeſus, for he 
ſhall ſave his people from their ſins.” | 
10 Voted, That this Nor by failed che War- 


wick Babtiſt 'Aſſociation, | 1 


(6 5% ; ; 


11 Acad brother Ebenezer Ferris to. preach the 


7 next Aſſociation Sermon, and in; caſe of failure, brother 


John Dodge. 


12 Appointed brother John Dodge to Prepare the 


circular letter for the next Aſſociation. 

13 The letter to the Philadelphia Aﬀociation was 
produced and approved, and brother Thomas Montanhe 
appointed a meſſenger to ſaid. Aſſociation, 


14 Voted; That this Aſſociation meet alcernately on 


the Eaſt and Weſt ſides of Hudſon's river. 


15, Appointed brother Thomas Garniſs to ſoperintend 
the printing of the minutes. 


16 Voted, That our next Aſſociation beheld at War- 
wick, on the third Tuefday in October, 1794, 


*% 


The ARTICLES of FAITH, and PLAN of the 
ASSOCIATION. 


On object is to glorify God. This we would 
endeavour to do by urging the importance of 
the doctrines and precepts of the Goſpel in their moral 
and evangelical nature; commending ourſelves to every 
man's conſcience in the ſight of God; not pretending to 
have authority over any man, nar over the churches, whoſe 
repreſentatives form this Aſſociation: But we act as an 
Aabiſory Council only, diſclaiming all ſuperiority, juriſ- 
dition, coercive right and infallibility, and acknowledg- 
ing the independance of every church, who has received. 
authority from Chriſt to perform all the duties enjoined 
which reſpect the government of his church in this 


world. 


2 The utility of ſuch anAſſociation appear in many ref. 
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ich the ſtate uf che churches ; maintaining a friendly 


h the Wncercourſe with each other; giving advite in caſes ot 
"ther Wifficulty ; ſupplying deſtitute churches with helps ; aud 
| zuarding ourſelves againſt innovations which the church» 

2 s of C eit may expect always to be troubled with by 


oſe who lye in wait to deceive. WORE.” 
3 The meſſengers choſen and ſent to this Aſſociation 
by the churches, ſhould be -judicious, well verſed in 
criptare, prudent and men of integrity. We judge 
en of ſuch a deſcription beſt qualified to repreſent 
hurches who profeſs the ſcriptures to be the only rute 
of faith and practice in matters of religion, Ir is there- 
fore expected that the churches will have reſpect to ſuch 
qualifications, in order that they may. be benefite d bythe 
onſultations of their repreſentatives. | 
1 4 Wich the Meſſengers, the churches are to ſend let - 
ters to the Aſlociation. Theſe letters are to conygin 
the names of the Meſlengers and their authority from 
the churches; the ſtate of the churches reſpecting their 
I continuance in the faith; their number baptized and ad- 
the Jed, received by letter, diſmiſſed- reſtored, excommu- 
nicated, deceaſed, and their total number remaining. 
old When any church wants counſel of the Aﬀeociation, the 
a c church is to ſtate their caſe by query, in their letter, by 
r U which they may expect the judgment bf the Aſſocia- 


tion. 
ory 5 The Aſſociation is to meet annually at ſuch place 
10 0 f . 
"fe and on ſuch time as may be determined by them at their 


preceding ſeſſion, and to continue till buſineſs be finiſhed, 
a It is to be opened with Divine Service; after Which a 
SE Moderator and Clerk are choſen ; the letters from the 
BY | churches are read; the names of the meſſengers are 


— written, that they may be called over after meeting; 
his then buſineſs is attended to and minutes thereof made. 
A circular letter is prepared and ſigned, and a copy of 
ef, it ſent to every church, containing the minutes of the 
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\ Aﬀacidtion ; the finte of the churches ; when 2nd by 
whom vacancies are to be ſupplied ; who to preach the 


next Aſſociation Sermon and whatever elſe is needſul gs 
in, Ange 


for the churches to kuoẽ-w-w. 


6 All matters are to be determined in the Aſſociation perſc 
by the ſuffrage of the meſſengers : all that ſpeak.are tee 
addreſs the Moderator, who is to take care that none be Here © 
ee while ſpeaking, aod that no indecorum tale .! 
Place. 475 * | 3 | 

7 Churches are to be received into the Aſſociation by ds of 


jon ar 


o| 8 petition, ſetting forth their deſire to be admitted; their 
!- _ faithand order and willingneſs to be conformable to the W'<'? ol 


rules of this Aſſociated body. When it is read and mat- faith 
ters ripened for vote (they being found correſpondent . bl 
to the faith and practice of this body) the Moderator ablith 
ſtates the queſtion; the ſuffrage being given in favor of W** B 
the.petition ; the Matkengr decking that ſuch a church Iaſider 
is received into this Aſſociation : in token of which he the 
gives the meſſenger, preſenting the petition, the right it 
hand of fellowſhip, and bids him take his ſear, cted rc 
8 The churches belonging to this Aſſociation are to 'Iptur? 
=. maintain ſtated times of church meeting in each church there 
= for the performance of church-bufineſs, as diſcipline and I Th 
| other matters.—In order that peace and unity. be maiu- d to p 
4 taibed, and the adminiſtration of the Lord Supper be Renn 
Þ attended, ſuch churches as have no Adminiſtrator among W*< th 
| them, are to apply to ſuck-as have for aſſiſtance. And at, th 
the Aſſociation are to ſee that they be ſupplied from ads, \ 
. among us by an appointment at our general meeting « il Re 
4 Except ſuch vacant churches can be ſupplied by miniſters * 2 
q of the ſame faith and order, who do not belong to this H' . 
4 Aſſociation. „ Foot! 
9 he faith and order of this Aſſociation are ground - Ih 


i | ed aud ſtand upon the authority of the Scripture of the pes 
Old and New Teltament; the whole of them being a oly G 
record of God, which record. is true. And it is by ex- age : 


z 


= —_ 


;t 9 ) 
iencing the power of, and our underſtandings agree» 
to that teſtimony, that we have any expeRation that 
perſons and ſervices will be approved by God. And 
oe ver denies them, as many confeſſedly do in part 
ere they do not pleaſe them, is guilty of infidelity. 

o Ihe faith and practice of this Aſſociation are ſet 


h in a. confeſſion of faith publiſhed in Eugland by up- 
ds of one hundred churches of the Baptiſt deuomi- 


heir on and adopied by the Philadelphia Aﬀociation and 
ers of the Baptiſt order in America. This confeſſion 
nat. faith we adopt not only to manifeſt our united agree- 
gent Nut, but as a help to increaſe our underſtanding and 
itor W-bliikmenr. | 


x1 But as no compoſition of uninſpired. men.is to be 
rch Wolidered as perfect, it ought to be carefully examined 
| he the Scriptures, and received and improved only fo 
ght as it agrees with them. 
Red to in this confeſſion of faith which are not held as 
iptural by the churches of this Aſſociatidn in general; 
rch there ſore think proper to mention them. 
md 1 The opinion of ruling Elders who are not authori- 
d to preach the Goſpel and adminiſter. ordinances, be- 
be g officers in the church, is objected to; as-this mult 
ake three diſtinct orders of officers in the church, aud 
at, the exerciſe of church. government lies in ſuch 
ads, which cannot be proved: 
2 Reſpecting the lay ing on of hands on baptized per- 


entioned as proof for ſaid practice, are more likely to 
ve other meanings: as thole in Acts viii. 27, and xix. 


s peculiar to an Apoſtle for the conveyance of the 
oly Ghoſt or ſome extraordinary gifts. — The other 
iſſage alluded to, is in Heb, vi. 
litive proof, whether the Apoſtle meant (as ſome isl) 


4 
: 


There are ſome things di- 


ns as ſuch, we obſerve, That the texts of Scripture: - 
That theſe inſtances of lay ing on of hands were: 


We find there js no. 


q - A © ö a 
| | -” ” | | » + 
2 x , ( I O ) . « 
. : _ . & 4 
. ; 5 2 . 


a jewiſh ritewhich was to be left, or that act of an Ap 
tle of conveying extraordinary gifts, or that of lay 


je fin 
ore 


= on of hands on perſons fetting them apart to ſome paiſWeen 
| cular office. This text ſeems to us in general with Work 
probability to allude to one of theſe cab to the Med 

pPlwGKkbeaded for. We accordingly agree to leave this to eit 
9 _- . » Elders and churches to diſcharge their own conſcien alle 
q And not to admit it into this Aﬀfociation-in any query, lect 
1 as that which may concern its fellow ſhip. ede 
$f 12 The ſentiments reſpecting the apoſtacy of ally. 
1 kind; the conſequences. which follow it as ſuch; ho ſuad 
came; the recovery, juſtification and ſalvation of f hear 


as ſhall be ſaved, and how that is effected, are excelleſpow 
ly expreſſed in our Confeſſion of Faith; that of the M for 
of Scotland; that of the -retormed Dutch church; ¶ obe 
of the congregational church, and in the Saybrook vill by ! 
form in Connecticut, wherein there appears an ag all t 
ment. This Aſſociation agree with them in the ſollq; ſelf, 
ing articles: y thet 
The Apoſtacy. Our firſt parents finned in eaif julti 
tae forbidden fruit—By this ſin they fell from their of gre: 
ginal righteouſneſs and communion with God, and faitt 
became dead in lin, wholy defiled. in all their faculi * 
they being the root and head of all mankind. The gf lip" 
of this ſin was imparted, and the fame death in lin I fon 
corrupt nature conveyed to all their poſterity by ord to t 
ry generation; whereby we are utterly indiſpoſed, d 
bled, and made oppoſite to all that is good, Lvery 
both original and actual doth, in its own nature br 
the wrath of God and the curſe of the Law; death 1 
poral and eternal, 
The Recovery. God. from all eternity did deci rig 
for the manifeſtation of his own glory, ſome men, 3h 
aH, to everlaiting life ; gave a people to be the 2 pol 
| Chriit, and to be by him lun time redeemed, called, ju 
Red and l glorified ; their number ſo cer taiu MW hu 
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ore they that are elected being fallen in Adam are re- 


orking in due feaſon; are juſtified, adopted, ſanaified. - 
and kept by his power through faith unto. ſalvation... * 
Neither are any other redeemed: by Chriſt, effectuallßß 


Walled, juſtified, adopted, fandtified and faved but the 


let only. Jo all thofe for whom Chriſt hath obtained; 
redemption by his blood, he doth certainly and effectu- 
ally apply and communicate the - ſame, effectually per- 
ſuading them by his ſpirit to believe, governing their 
hearts, and overcoming all their enemies by his Almighty 


power, God juſtifies not by infuſing righteouſneſs, not 


for any thing wrought in-them; but by. imputing che 
obedience and latisfattien of Chriſt unto them—Chriſt 


by his obedience aud death fully diſcharges the debt of | 


all thoſe that are juſtified and did by the lacrifice of him- 
ſelf, undergoiug in their ſtead the penalty due unto- 
them, make proper, real and full ſatisfaction to God's 


juſtice in their behalf. Evangelical faith in its leaſt de- 


gree is different in the kind and nature of it from the 
faith of common grace of temporary believers. 


Here we have the great doctrines of the chriſtian re- 


ſigion eaſily and familiarly expreſſed; as the tranſgref: 
lion of our firſt parent Adam The imputation of His ſin 
to his polterity—the inability of man to recover himſelf—. 
eternal election in Chriſt particular redemption—effee- 
nal calling by ſovereigh and efficacious grace the effi- 
cacy of the attonemeut of Chriſt, implying in it a diſ- 


charge from the penalty annexed to the ſins of the elect, 


by which the certainty. of juſtification by the imputed. 
riphteouſneſs of Chriſt comes vpon all the ſeed of Chriſt, 
Theſe doctrines, fully and jointly aſſerted by the fore» - 
going Coufeſſions of Faith, are held by this aſfociation. 
The Baptiſt confeſſion of faith is preferred to all other 
human compolitions, being more uniform with the gols. 


jefinite that it cannot be increaſed or diminiſhed; where... 5 


ee med by Chriſt, are effectually called by his ſpirit 
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* 5 factign of their beiug fub je cds of effectaal gal hing bye eff 
[it +: 7+ _-cavious grace; and that by perfenal profeſſion hc 0 
5 E the ſame per ſon on ſuch profeſſion be e ty 


ping or immerſjion Jute Water, Which is e ſeatial-: 74 

| :adiminiſtrationof-chagordinance and church. communal 
Let all chürches take partieulen care, that. perſons ad 
mitted ſupport in aheir life and conduct, a.c ee 
e n profeſſion... 59s 117 22D! 
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